ing commercial
time, believing that in
bolshewiki might be.s

Snow flurries and colder
= : morrow falr and colder.

p.m. today; lowest, 26, at 9

day. ¥
+ Full report on page eighteen.

WEATHER.

Temperature last twenty-four hours,
ending 2 p.m. today: Highesat, 40, at 2

tonight; to-

p.am. yester-
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ALLIED PURPOSES
MUST BE ACHEVED,
SAYS LLOYD CEORGE

Essential to Freedom and
Peace of Mankind, He De-
clares—Is a Reply to Foe.

FRANCE WILL NOT QUIT
ON A STATUS QUO BASIS

-~
Foreign Minister Pichon Declares
War Will Go on Even if
Russia Steps Out.

Ny the Associated Press.

LONDON, December 28—
“Achievement of the purposes for
which the allies are fighting is es-
sential to the future freedom and
peace of mankind,” said Premier
Lloyd George in a letter which he
sent today to the labor congress.
The premier’s statement is .re-
garded as the British reply to the
(German peace offer.

Premier Lloyd George said that
a statement on war aims could
only be made in agreement with
Great Britain’s allies. The ques-
tion of issuing a fresh joint decla-
ration, he added, was being con-
stantly kept in view by the en-
tente allied governments.

Voices Attitude of France.

Br the Associnted Prese,

PARIS, Thursday, December 27.—
France will not accept a peace based on
conditions before the war, Foreign Min-
dister Pichon declared in replying In
the chamber of deputies today to the
peace terms of the central powers out-
lined to Russia. He asserted that Ger-
many  was endeavoring to involve
Francg in its negotiations with the
bolsheviki. but that the war would go
on whether or not Russia made a sep-
arate peace.

The foreign minister said Germany
was, seeking to protract the negotia-
tioms with the Russians, re-establish-

relations in the mean

Tries to Invelys Beance.

Heferring to the terms which the
central poewrs offered to the Russians
as published today, he said:

“Germany is trying to involve us in
her maximalist negotiations. After
suffering as we have, we cannot accept
peace based on the status quo. By
agreement with our allies we are ready
to discuss direct propositions regarding
peace, but this is Indirect.

“Russia can treat for a separate peace
with our enemies or not. In either case
the war for us will continue. An ally
has failed us, an ally who in preceding
vears carried off great victories. It is
® great success for our enemy, but
anotker ally has come; from the other
end of the world a democracy has risen
against Germany's appetite for con-
Gguest.

World Will Conquer, He Says.

“At the conference In Paris a program
was drawn up and in consequence
unity of action on the part of the allies
wiTl make itself felt, even to Mace-
donia. Germany and her allies have
undertaken the impossible task of con-
quering the world. The world will con-
quer them.

“In this war France will have played
a great role, for, as Roasevelt has said,
s#he will have saved humanity.™

3l. Pichon declared that the gecret
treaties published by the bolsheviki had
not compromiged France. He sald the (Jer-
man diplomats who were pretending to
show indignation were the very men who
sought to negotiate a secret treaty with
the old regime in Russia; who attempted
io draw exico into war against the
Snited Btates, and organized plots in Ar-
gentinag.

Alsace-Lorraine Question.

After referring to the German declara-
tion that Alsace and Lorraine would
never be surrendered, M. Pichon said:

“The question of Alsace-lorraine does
noe affect France alone. It {8 a world
soestion. It is not a territorial problem
tut A morsl groblem. On its scluticn de-
pends whether or not the world shall have
a durable peace. ™

This statement
plause.

Thie occupation of Jerusalem, M
=aid, was a victory for
He added that th

" internatiorn

America Cannot Give
Teutons Finishing Stroke,
Says Count Andrassy

ZURICH, Switzerland, December 25
Count Jullu: Andrassy, ex-premier of
Hungary, writing on the peace question,
Eays:

“From the moment we were free in
the east the whele situation funda-
mentally changed and the central pow-

was greeted with ap-

Fichon
the eclvilized world
¢ would be given an

ers now also will galn supremacy |p | D@ny officials, bureaus and orguanizg-  Pome here early

the west

"It is no longer posafble for America
to give us the finishing stroke,
must save the entente.”

importance Attached
to Russ Negotiations
by Press in Germany

AMSTERDAM. December 27 — The
Berlin papers dilate on the importance

of the Brest-Litovsk peace negotiations. |

The Voseizche Zeltung says:
“The result so far is an agreement
in principle on those guestions caleu-

lated to form the outlines of a future |

peice.

that this fact be noted by the Russian
negotiators themselves. The most dem-
ocratic government In the world has
thereby glven testimonvy that the cen-
tral powers’ peace policy i= entirely
free of all lust of conquest, all striving
after ylolence.”

The Tageblatt says:

“Even now it is a question whether
those who are ready for peace will
overthrow the wall erected and con-
~tinually strengthened by chauvinists,

It is of the greatest importanece |

COMPENSATION FOR
ROADS IN QUESTION

Element in Congress Believes
Pay on Basis of Past Three
Years Too Liberal.

CONTEST THOUGHT LIKELY

President Wilson’s taking over control
of the railroads bids fair to be accepted
by Congress without eavil, as being in
line with the authority granted him by
that body. It is already evident, how-
ever, from expressions heard at the
Capitol, that there will be discussion
over the question of compensation to be

paid the roads. )

The President will recommend in his
address to the joint meeting of the
House and Senate after the reconvening
that the railroads be assured a net in-
come equivalent to the average of their
net income for three years prior to June
30, 1917. This, It is belleved, would
guarantee payment of the interest upon
the bonds of the roads and allow divi-
cends at approximately the amount
that has been declared during that
period.

That such a guarantee would be ac-
ceptable to thé roads was manifested
yesterday by the acqulescence in the
plan of the leading railroad presidents
and an immediate recovery in the mar-
ket value of the common and preferred
stocks of the roads which recently had
fallen abnormally low in the face of
threatened failure to pay dividends. It
was noted that the securitics of the
larger rallway systems advaneed more

pronouncedly than the smaller lines, as
indeed they had fallen more sharply.

Objects to Salary Plan.

An element in Congress is disposed
to object to the President’'s proposeal to
fix the compensation of the roads upon

the basis of the past three years' earn-
ings, protesting that it is too liberal. A
contest over thia point is regarded as
inevitable. The outcome will depend,
it is thought, upon just how inslstent
the President and Director General Mec-
Adoo are upon the terms proposed.

Criticism of the designation of the
Secretary of the Treasury to the post:
of director general is expected from
some quarters in Congress. This is
forecasted by a statement made by Rep-
resentitive Glilett of Massachusetts, in
which he =aid:

Representative Gillett of Massachu-
setis said:

“I deeply regret the appointment of
Mr. McAdoo as controller of the rail-
roads of the country. He is now Sec-
retary of the Treasury, chairman of
the Federal Reserve Bank system,
chairman of the Fed

one.
“It should have reeiprocated the gen-
eral non-partisan support that has been
extended to this sdministration. Since
the loss of the Lusitania I have care-

ministration. It has required at times
much self restraint. I have loyally sup-
ported the President In the House and
at some critical times when many of
his own party deserted him. I intend
to continue that support. But I think
it proper to express my regret that this
great appolntment has not been a leas
partisan one and has not been given to
one whose experience and impartiality
would inspire more confidence.”

Waiting on the President.

Chairman Sims of the House commit-
tee on interstate and foreign com-
merce. sald today the committee will
take up the railway legislation to meet
the new situation as soon us the Pres-
ident has addressed Congress upon the
subject and outlined the details of his
policy. It Is expected that the Attor-
ney General will assist in perfecting
the legal and constitutional features of
a bill along the lines desired by the
director general of railways, to feet
the President's views, and then the
committee will take hold of the meas-
ure.

If hearings are demanded by any in-
terests affected, they will be accorded,
of course, but Chairmarn Sims does not
apprehend long-drawn-out publlc hear-
ings nor dges he look for unnecessary
delay in getting the bill out of com-
mittee and paseing it through the
House. -

Chairman Blms le very optimistic of
the successful operation of the new
plan of rallway direction and control
in the first place, he points out, there
will be a community of interests to
make the undertaking a success—eon-
cern on the part of ratlway directors to
maintain the fAnaocinl Integrity of the
securities of their roade, which con-|
cern will be shared by the stockhold- |
|ers. Then, the shippers will be anxious
{to have their freight moved, rallway
operatives will want the roads to he
successful so their wages can be mnain-
tained, and Mr. Sims sees along the!
line no danger signals and onlv a clear
right of way for the new venture. i

Matter of Compensatior.

l He is of opinion that the question of
compensztion will be settled without
much difficulty and is optimistic about |

| economles to be effected under gov-

| ernmental centralization of control.
| This will the elimination of |

mesn

{ tiong that are now duplicating

!and consequently expense,
I

work |
He thinks
the plan will save enough to pr;_“-[i_l

{ He expects division of oplnion an to|
| whether the President’'s offer of guar-
| mnteeing bonds and dividends on the
three-year plan is too generous or noi.
| Personally, he thinks It is a fair propo-
| sition, entirely generous to the rail-
{ roads and not unduly burdensome upop
| the public. .

| At any rate, he says, it will be a5i-
! ble In & very short time to d:?:::‘-:-
| strate thia by actual practice, as. the-
returns to the Interstate Comunerce |
| Comissjon show the fluctutations in net
|earninxs of the roads, all
have to make reports to the commis- |

sion that are available to the public.
'

Committee's Greater Importance,

l The committee on  Interstate and
‘foreign commerce, always one of the
important committees of the House,
will henceforth have added importance.
Its membership includeg men from
every section of the Union. The com-
mi[r):‘ee listtfnno‘;vs:

moerats — Repregentatives t
W. Sims (chairman), Frank E%r&f
mus, Michigan; Dan V. Stephens, WNe-
braska; Albem W, Barkley, Kentucky;
San Rng::m;n.h'regaﬁ J‘E'mh-m;k J. Mon-
tague, rginia; Pe .- Decker, M
sourl; Charles P. Coady, Hl.ryl:nd: Al:

(Continusd on Second Page.)
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THE WASHINGTONIAN
AMERICANIZATION
CATECHISM.

THEODORE W. NOYES.

(1.) Wint do you week?

National repreaentation, i.e., voting rep-
resentation in the mational government.
The status of American citizens and eiti-
senn of a state in House, Senate, elec-
toral college and the courts of the
Unfted States.

2.y How do you wncek national
representation? By the pending
constitutional amendment we ask the
people of the United States to empower
Congrens in its discretion to xrant us
this representatlon. When this power
is given to Congress by a two-thirds
vote of Congress and a three-fourths
vote of the state legislatures we shall
seek to persuade a majority of Con-
gress of the justice and wisdom of the
speedy exercise of this power. By
the ‘constitutional nmendment national
representation is taken from innceensi-
bility and made possible. By the sub-
sequent action of Congress District
representation will be made & reality.

(3,) What do you omit to neek?
" We do not seek to disturb in any way
national control of the capital through
Congress. We seck merely to participate
like Americans of the states in the
Congrees which exercises this control,
and in the national government which

s and executes laws for the whole
{?:i‘::d States, the District of Columbia
included.

We do not seek in this movement for
national representation either to break
down or to protect the form of muniel-
pal government which Congress repre-
senting the nation has glven us. Con-
gress has now the power by a majority
vote to set up here any municipal gov-
ernment it pleases, with any degree of
self-Eovernment which dpes not invelve
a delegation by Congress of its power
of general legislation. It will have pre-
¢lsely the same power, no more and meo
less, when the constitutional amendment
empowering Congress to grant District
national representation has been

dopted.

aS‘:ll:ne of  us favor retention of the
present form of municipal government;
some of us favor its change by Con-
gress in the direction of a larger meas-
ure of local self-government. We all
come together and co-operate heartily
in seeking representation in the na-
tional government and the honor, the

privilege and the power of national rep-

resentative citizenship. are not 8o
foolish as to drop out of a campaign, for
something that we all earnestly want
and absolutely need in order to guarrel
without result over the entirely distinet
question of local self-government.
Those who want District national
representation by constitutional amend-
ment and no more, and those who want
what they call “full citizenship” or na-
tiona] representation through constitu-

| tional amendment plus approximate 1o-
of  Con :

up to the point of

the two groups separate and.lt
gin to fight. - iy
The few of the first group who de-
nounce national reprementation by con-
stitutional amendment as the “emtering
wedge” for local self-government are
An entering wedge pushes
into the point of least resistance and
makes way for something larger and
more vitally important, which could
not otherwiee find entrance. A consti-
iutional amendment, requiring two-
thirds of Congress and three-fourths of

UNDER WAY.

DEPARTMENT HEALS
T0 BE HEARD FRST

Advocates of Raise for Clerks
Desire Views of Chiefs
on the Subject.

MAY GUIDE COMMITTEE

Fer strataglie reasons the »ig hear-
ing st which argumernts will be ad-
vanced in favor of substantial In-
crease in salary to government em-

| resentatiye Josdph ‘W. Byras of Tennes-

ses, chhirman ~of the apprepriations
-::dsmmﬂ&a on legislative, execitive
and judiciml departments, and with
Representative Edward HKeiting of
Colorado, father of the bill which pro-
vides for graded increases of from 5
to 30 per cent.

The Byrns subcommittee has before it
the department budgets which would carry
the salary allowance for all the thousands

the states, attacks the point of great
remistance, and the national representa-
tion which results is of far greater Im-
portance than the approximate local
self-government. The “entering wedge"”
comparison is radically misleading.

The few of the second group  whao,
clamoring for ‘‘full citizenahip’ hold back
from pushing the pending constitutional
amendment on the ground that it is in-
adequate, are equally illogical. National
representation, which is by far the more
important factor in “full citizenship,”
can only be obtained by constitutional
amendment. The other facter, approxi-
mate local sélf-government, can be ob-
tained by majority vote of (Congress.
The *“full citizenship” advocate must fight
with all his might for both, and pri-
marily for the more important and the
harder to win, the constitutional amend-
ment.

The unreasonableness of those who
refrain from pushing the constitutional
amendment because of the delusion that
it is the “entering wedge" for local
gelf-government is no less than that of
those who are lukewarm in support of
the constitutional amendment, because
it does not cover and include any pro-
vision of change in Lhe local govern-
ment,

In seeking the Americanization of
Washingtonlans we ask through consti-
tutional amendment only that which is
vital to that Amerieanization and which
can be obtained in no other way than
by constitutional amendment. We do
not seek to secure a two-thirds vote of
Congress and a thres-fourths vote of
the state legislatures for any legislative
proposition whatsoever which Congress
now has the power by 2 mere majoriLy
vote to enact,

(To be continued. )

J0HN R THORNTON DEA

Former ) Senator From Louisiana,
Later Member of Federal
Ordnance Board.

ALEXANDRIA, Ta, December 25—
John Randolph Thornton, former Unit-
ed States senator from Loulslana and
a member of the U'nited Statea board of
ordnance and fortificadions, died at his
today, aged seventy-
one years, The funeral will be
tomorrow morning and ioterpent will

£ : - = i
She cully pay the government's freight pjp, | D¢ in the Rapides ceimetery at Pineville,

near here.

BRAZILIAN MISSION HERE
FOR MILITARY SUPPLIES
Head of Delegation Expected to Con-

fer This Afternoon With Am-
bassador da Gama.

A military mission from Brazil, headed

by Allipio Gama, arrived in Washington |

today. The mission headquarters is at
the Powhatan Hotel

The purpose of the mission is mainly
in connection with purchasing military
supplies, it was stated unofficially. Other
members of the delegation are Maj.
Barges Foster, 0. Santof, Capitas B.

Lisboa, M. Fagundes, L. Irocopio and F.
Rodriguez. .

The heud of the mission and the Bra-
zilian ambassador, Domicio da Gama,
are expected to confer this afternoon. .

held i

of gover t clerks In Washington, with
the exception of the Department of Agri-
culture. It includes also the revenue col-
lection service and government employes
in other branches of fleld service. It In-
cludes appropriations. for salaries In the
War and Nevy departments, except for
the fleld forces.

It is known that the members of this
sub-committee are friendly toward the
proposal for substantial sslary in-
creases. The commlittea will grant
hearings any time that Representative
Keating wante to present proponents
for his bill, but according to Chairman
Byrns' present program it is hoped to
hear the various department and bu-
reau chiefs firet on their estimates Bo
that the cominittee may have a good
general
they take up particularly the problem
of salary increases for the federal em-
ployes.

Favor Larger Salaries.

Mast of the department heads and
the bureau chiefs have already ex-
pressad their convictions that the gov-

ernment workers must be given larger
galaries In order to live. It is expect-
ed that they will be given a chauce to
zo on record befure the committee for
such increase when they are discussing
the estimates they have made for the
various departments and bureaus.

It is belleved that in this way, by
walting until the bureau and depart-
ment chiefs have been heard, that the
government avorkers will find the com-
mittee more inclined to give attention
to their arguments and data.
|  Representative Keating §s in con-
| ference today with representatives of
ithe federal employes regarding the pro-
lgram for the hearings and the general

{handling of the case for the clerks in |

|Congress,

* L It was learned todey
leral vonsideration of
| creases it probable
emploves in the Way
elsewhere will not be counted In on
the graded increase. Members of wa-
rious importent committees who are in
close touch with conditions feel that
the temporary workers have comeé here
Ist hig increases over their prévious
employment, and that it would not be
fair to those who hasxe labored for
many years in the government service
to give Lhe newcomers the same rate
of inureanse. ?

This matter has not yet been considered
by the Byrns committee. The other mem-
bers of this subcommitiee are Representa-
tives John R, Flvans of Montana, James P.
Buchanan of Texas, Willinm H. Stafford
of Wisconsin and James W. Good of Towsd.

that in the gen-
the salary In-
the temporary
Department and

Attitude Is Well Enown.

|  Because he 18 chairman of this commit-
|tee, Representative Byrng feels that he
! ghould grant no Interview at thie time re-

(Continued on Second Page.)

view of thelr oplinions before |

| piled

COLD WAVE S DUEHERE
TOMORRDH: MAY SHOW

Temperature May Drop to Below
- Ten Degrees, Weather Man
Forecasts.

Washington tomorrow will get its share
of the marked cold wave which has over-
spread the northwest and is extending
eastward and southward toward the At-
Iantic coast.

Probably lower than ten degrees, this
time, is the prospect held out to the Na-
tional Capital by the local forecaster at
the weather bureau, !

There may be snow tonight, to give the
real winter touch, although the weather
bdreau is not so sure about the snow.
“.This in going te be & regular cold wave,
even gplder than the recent one, and will

“We're going to have a rather sharp fall
in temperature,’ quoth the weather man.

Chief Marvin of the weather bureau an-

nounced today:

"A marked cold wave has overspread
the northwest and extended into the lake
reglon. It will advance into the Ohio
valley and the lower lake region tonmight,
%nd Atlantic coast districts north of the
Carolinas Saturday, continuing in the east
until Monday or Tueaday. There will
be sbme moderation in the northwest aft-
er Saturday. The cold in the south will
not be so . severe as has already been ex-
perienced this winter."

VERIFES HUN BRUTALITY

Associated Press Learns General Is-
sued Warning That Germans Had
Cut Throat of Sentry.

NEW YORK, December 28 —In view
jof publiched statements attributed to
{Gen, Tasker H. Bliss, chief of staff of
:l]n:_- Army al Washington, to the effect
eadguarters he had never heard of the
!11:ci(lr‘-l:t of an American sentry being
':rnun(! with his throat cut after the
|German raid, when an American bat-
talion wag in the front line trenches,
and that such report had reached
the War Department, the Associated
Press cabled its correspondent with
the American Army In France for more
definite information as to the source of
llsis' dispatch on this subject December

no

25, notwithstanding the faect that
original dispateh stated the incident
had been read from bulletinsg sent to
certain® American units,

received from the corre-

l A reply just
lspondent savs:
; “*In regard to the throat-cutting inci-
jdent, the matter o my dispatch was
jcopied from an oflicial communication

|te the troops. issued by the generai
feommanding the division concerned. A
reopy of the order is in my possession.”

PRESDENT 1S 61 TODAY

Coincident with the taking over of
the rallreads President Wilson today
iz celebrating his sixtyv-first birthday.
No special ceremony is planned at the
White House, as the war-time rush of
work makes impossible any deviation in
the Fresident's daily routine.
Congratulatory letters and messages
into, the White House all day
This morning the President played goll
with Mrs. Wilson and later worked on
the rallroad address he will deliver Lo
Congress next week.

|

the opening chapters next
tures section of

Rainbow’s End

, By
REX BEACH

A thrilling romance of the Cuban war of inde-
pendence, there is excitement in every line, “In this
gripping serial figure lost treasure, a Cuban beauty, an
American hero, fighting, filibustering and love. B

‘The Sunday Star

: ! _ Begin
Sunday in the Special Fea-

i

the |

U. 3. TAKES HAND IN
HOUSING PROBLEM

President  Allots  $1,000
Monthly to Help Find Homes
for Clerks Here.

TAKEN FROM WAR FUND

The government today stepped in to
handie the problem of housing clerks be-
ing brought here for wer work, a prob-
lem w.r'wus' local agencies have been

yoring to for.
WM mﬁ%”sf’-’ﬁﬁm of
Natiorial “Deéfense- notified the civil
Bervice . Wilson

of the one hundréed million-dollar war
emergeiicy appropriation at his. com-
mand to be used for housing work.
The appropriation means the District
council of defepnse, of which William
H. Baldwin is chairman, will direct the
task of finding quarters for the workers
as they arrive, under the general au-
pervision of the national council.

Caused President’s Action.

President Wilson’s actlon is believed
to be a result of the efforts of the Civil
Service Commission, which found re-
cently it would be unable to get the
hundreds of clerks still needed by the
government to come to Washington un-
les=z it could assure them of adequate
living accommodations,

The District Council of Defense has
contended that there are hundreds of
homes in the Distriet with unneces-
| sary rooms which could be rented if
{the room and the roomer could be
! brought together. But because of lack
| of funds it has Leen unable to list
javailable gquarters,

|tration burean will he established in

ithat while in France visiting Ameriean | the office of the District council of de- |

fensze, In the Distriet building, ss a re-
'sult of the appropriation.

| Mr. Baldwin is of the opinien that if,
as predicted, 12400 more government
‘workers are brought here, it eventually
‘will be necessary to erect additional
{quarters. He feels, however, that with
|the central reoom registration bureau
|every available room in the city can be
i filled, reducing the amount the gov-
iernment might be required to s=pend in
building living quarters,

i Housekeepers List Rooms.

Scores of housekeepers already have
| listed vacant rooms with thre District
{council, and it i8 expected after the es-
| tablishment of the central room bureau

the offers of quarters will inecrease, Up
i to the present the council has heen so
yhampered by lack of clerieal force that
| it has beea turning the lists of vacant
| rooms over to the Y. AL C. A, and the
(Y. W O A, and all applicants for rooms
 have been sent there. A booth will
| be erected in the waiting room at
| Union station, where strangers will be
i told where to g0 as soon as they arrive,
| The local divislon of the woman's
| committes of the national council, of
| Wwhich Mrs. Archibald Hopkins is chair-

i man, will continue its nlan of upening
|large boarding houses for vouny
| women. who form a majority of the

! vlerks being brought lere,
| The
!'lu be able to make more progress
| s2tting clerks now by informing i
| offices thraughout the coultry that the
government is now directing the hous-
ing of its workers who come here. 'The
commission has been handicapped hy
exaggerated reports circulated through
the states of the difficulty new work-
#r8 were experiencing in finding ac-
commodations in Waslington.

Society Decides to Hold
Meeting in Philadelphia
Owing to Conditions Here

The National Society for the Promo-
tion of Industrial Education announced
today that because of the scarcity of
living accommodations in Washington
it has decided to hold its annual con-
venilon at the Hotel Adelphia, FPhil-
adelphia, instead. The same dates—
February 21 to 23—will be retained.

Philadelphia is near snough, the as-
gociation points out, to enable thonse

engaged In working out the govern-
ment program to attend.

To Be Principal Speakers at Dinner.
NEW YORK. December  28.—Vice
President Marshall and Secretary Baker

in

‘I will be the principal speakers tonight

at_the eighty-ninth annual convention
dinner of the Phi Gamma Delta Fratern-
Secre Baker is.a former AL
ronity and Vice

denit Marshall ‘has: been a member for
many Years. s o e

has decided to allot $1,000 & month: out

{ It is probable a central room regis-|

Clvil Service Commission hopes |

L jcan ‘Army Nursing Corps.

AMERIGANS KILLED
-BY GERMAN BOMBS

Two Attacks Made, One on
Party of Engineers, Other
on Camp in Woods.

SNOW HAMPERS TRAINING

By the Associnted FPrese, |

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY I.\'|
FRANCE, Thursday Deeember ::T.—A}
corporal of American engineers was kill-
ed and one private was wounded Christ-
mas eve, when a German shell dropped
near a party of American engineers
working in tremches on a section of the
French front. The enginecers, for sev-
eral weeks, had been working along the
front with veteran French engineers for
purposes of instruction.

During a recent meonlight night Ger-
man aviators dropped bombs near a
certain town and two Ameriean privates,
who were in a eamp in a wood, were
killed. The German airmen flew low
and dropped their bombs accurately.

Leave Temporarily Suspended.

Under orders received from general
headquarters, divisional commanders of
the American forces today isxsued orders
suspending temporarily Paris leave for
all officers and men. No explanation
wae given,

For three days snow has been falling
intermittently throughout the Ameri-
can zone, interfering with the training
of troeps and with communications.
At times a strong wind has accom-
panied the snowfall and many roads
are becoming almost Impassable on ac-
count of drifts, No serious difficulty
has been experienced thus far In sup-
playing the troops in the outlying towns
and districts, but it is feared that ths
supply problem will give trouble If the
storm continues-

Motor trucks today were crawling
over the hilly road=s at a shail's pace
because of the drifis and density of the
snow. Numerous accidents were re-
ported, and the weaiher was so cold
that many cars were frozen and could
not be moved. Brigade maneuvers of
a division whose units have seen serv-
ice in the trenches were called off for
a time because of the snow.

Former Guardsmen Brave Storm.

The troops of a newly landed divi-
sion, composed of former mnational
guardamen, tonight reached the towns

in which they are to be billeted tempo-
rarily after marching for tweo days
through the storm. Notwithstanding
the pevere weather, their experience
seemed to have done them more good
than harm, for the men are rapidly

i harden

’ yﬁrmg x\:uﬂw:?n of another division
carried on their work In spite of the
storm, engaging In bavyonel, grenade
and ) tifle practice witheut in-
terruption. Home of the men had their
new caps palled down over their 8ars,
and all who had mufflers wound them
around their necks. They pald no fur-
ther attention to the snow under foot
or to the swirling flakes, These troops
are mostly in the lowlands.

Others in higher altitudes were nn-
able to proceed with their work as well
as was desgired. Troopa from the
gouthern states have been guite uncom-
fortable in the last few days, but they
are becoming accustomed to the cold

MANY REPORTED KILLED

Causes Fire and Rumors of
Death and Injury.

CHICAGO, December 28.—A number
of persons were reported this morning
lto have been killed in an explosion of
|a blast furnace in the plant of the
| Inland Sieel Company at Indiana Har-
! bor, Ind., today. The plaut caught fire
and is threatensd with destruetion.
| Ambulancest from neighboring cities
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ROADS WARBOARD
IRAFTEDBYUS.T6
PLAN UNIFICATION

o

Members in Conference With
Mr. McAdoo as Lines
Change Hands.

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT
OF LINES IS SUSPENDED

Director General Expected to Effec
Actual Unification at an
Early Date.

As the first practical step in the
government's operation of -rail-
roads, which began at noon today,
Direcor General McAdoo, drafted
the railroads’ war board into'the
government service to work owt
plans of unified operation and sub-
mit them to him for approval.

The members of the railroads’

war board, représentatives of the
railroad executives of the country,
were in conference with Mr. Me-
Adoo at the noon hour, when the
railroads of the country autemat-
ically merged into one great gov-
ernment controlled system., v
The following five raiiroad exety-
tives, each a leader in the busineas of
transportation, will work out the plams
for welding 250,000 miles of rallrésil
into one great continental system for
winning the war: el
Fairfax Harrison, president of thé
Southern. ] r
Julius Kruttschnitt, chairman of the
board of the Southern Pacific. o
Samuel Rea; president of the Pemnme
eylvania. -
Hale Holden, president of the Bue ®
lington. ; 5
Howard Tlliott of the New Haven.
At the conclusion of the n
with the railroad heads, Mr. McA

-
= ek

members of the rallroad war board T8
work out a generel plan of operation.
It is indicated that the war board

continue as the operating
charge of the country’ r
tees throughout the country, inci
the o ting commit of
headed by A. W. The
of the Baltimore and Ohio.

No Orders at Present,

Director General McAdoo will issoe
no grders or directions for the immedi-
ate present, but will await recom-
mendations of the war board befors
taking any measures to clear the con- .
gestion choking railroad terminals and
tracks in the east 3

“Whatever can be done to make the 3
roads more efficient,” said Mr. 3G b
“will be done as soon ss we find =
what is necessary. bl < F.

The financial question was :
but Yghtly in the conference. The rall-
road éxecutives described the situation
to Secretary McAdco and told him Just
what they need in the way of
ment guarantees and eneouratm'
security issues. A it

Operating problems were g
at length. ‘The railroad ex
promised their fullest co-ope
carryving out any measures the
g_e.ne:'a] may think necessary.

Might Assist Mr. McAdoe.

Seeretary McAdoo said he had ll.ll.lh
arrangements in regard to a staff, but the
presence at the conference of John Barton
Payne of Chicago, head of the S
Bourd's legal staff, lead some to
that Mr. Payne might become an
io the director general. s

The railroad heads were vigibly

e~

!v- ere rushed to Indiana Harbor.

|  Officials of the Indiapa Harhor fire
ifle_’l;al"lfnerll szid at noon they had heard
'of no deaths, but that a large number

lor persons had been injured. War mu-/
nitions were being made at the plant, |
it .was said.

AMERICAN NURSES CITED
BY FIELD MARSHAL HAIG

e

Several Women Serving on Western
|

Front Win Special Mention by
British Commander. {
f

LONDON, December 2§ —Field Mar-
shal Haig, the EBritish commander-in-
chief, has submitted a list of names of
fpers.onx serving on the western front
| ns deserving special mention. The IiRt.l
Pwhich was published today in the l.on—;
‘don Gazelte, contains the names of |
| many Americans attached to the Amer-

| "The names of the women mentioned

lare:
| Miss B. M. Alexander, Chicago unit:
'Afiss S, Briggs, Lakezide unit, Cleve-
{land; Mrs. J. Christie, Presbyterian

| Hospital unit. New York: Miss . Cup-
| paidge, St. Louis unit; Miss W, Dunlop,
| University of Pennsylvania unit, Phila-
| delphia; Miss . M. Gerrard, Harvard |
| University unit: Miss . Hall, Havvard
|unit; Miss H. G. McClelland, Philadel- |
phia unit; Miss 1. McKee, Lakeside unit;
Miss L. Marsh, Presbyterian Hospital |
unit; Miss J. C. Btemson, St. Louis, and
Miss 1. Arch of the Chicago unit.

| BANS SOLDIER-AUTHORS. ‘

Brig. Gen. Weigel Says They Must
Not Write on Military Subjects.

ATER, Mass, December 28 —Orders
issued today by Brig. Gen. William |

.“’eigel. acting commandant of Camp
| pevens, prohibit officers nad enlisted
(men at the cantonmnt from writing
{or publication articles or books deal-
ing with military subjects. Men who
have ldeas which they think may prove
of military wvalue are invited to sub-
mit them through thelr superior officers
to the adjutant general

It is understood that the orders were
prompted by indiscrset , revelations
concerning milltary matters made by
National Army men in letters written
to college and small town papers.

lence than they were before talki

tactually had passed under gove

| spives

[task that faces him. He is saying

plai;;ad. "}MW tmmm“
pooling of equ en olir
fc, which affects

better frame of mind after the

the director genersl. Hale
the Burlington said that the
heads immediately would set
working out a plan of railroad
omies and the pooling of freight.

Pooling, he said, would acco
much in relieving congested Tines
in expediting freight traffic mo

The hour of 12 passed without
by the members of the conferahes, |
it was 12:30 before some one g
at the clock realized that the

control.

The members of the supreme
tary agency created by the roads
a few days after the
States entered the war called pom |
Secretary at the latter's invi
They pledged to him, as they
the President. not only their own
est co-operation, but that of all T
railway executives of the co
whom they represent.

The railroad heads made no fg
statement, preferring to wait =
after they had conferred with
newly appointed director general.
integration of thelr own organiss
began with the netification  teo
publicity department that its sery]
would not be required after the 3
hour foday. E .

Played Important Part.

This department had been an §
tanl part of the organization the
roads had established here in
inglon, at a cost of half a million
lars a year. 1t was intrusted with'
dissemination of information abe
considerable achievements the
men themselves had achieved im~
creased freight hauling and In the
rection of unification of thelr
roadeg,

Secretary McAdoo 1z moving
and thoughtfully in the trem

tle, and studying the problems.
every angle. A further serles of
ferences with practical railroad
perhaps with representatives of
ployes, and with other government.
ficials is expected before he talkes.
drastic steps.

So far his only statement was a 4
one made last evening in which he :
“] earnestly seek the co-operation andl
assmistance of every good citizen in this
great work.” Among the first orders
expected from him are those for the
actual u}\iﬂmt‘lon of é.hn lln,;n.mt. ) 33
use ¢f facilities and equipm !
other steps to raise the freight jam mow"

existing. P
Pooling of Trafic Possible.

“Unification.” as worked out by
railroad heads themselves, it was ¥




